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A revival of Baskerville’s type

Baskerville Punch
1

is an open-source font family that aims to bring Baskerville’s types back to life, based on

the original punches cut between 1750 and 1775, which are preserved in Cambridge today.

About the fonts

These fonts were first released in September 2026 under the OFL license.

In the package

I included the OpenType fonts for text2
, and made some encoding files for LaTeX and pdfLaTeX, namely

OT1, T1, LY1 and TS1 for the texcomp package (which lets us use the € character). The small capitals from

the font are also available with \textsc.

I made Bold and Bold Italic fonts with FontForge. Of course, they’re not very good, but at least they’re

usable.

It’s still a work in progress. I’ll add other features later: I need to work on the digits, fake small caps for

italic, etc., and make slanted fonts. Perhaps I’ll pair this beautiful font with Artemisia for Greek, and another

Baskerville for Cyrillic.

How to use

Just put \usepackage{baskervillepunch} in your preamble.

The workshops

The project began with three intensive workshops led by the designers on master’s programmes in type

design across Europe. These took place in 2025 at the University of Reading (UK), the ANRT in Nancy

(France), and ECAL in Lausanne (Switzerland).

Each workshop focused on a different optical size of Baskerville’s types: Great Primer (16 pt) in Reading;

two display sizes, Two-Line English and Two-Line Double Pica (approximately 28 and 40 pt), in Nancy; and

two smaller text sizes, Pica and Brevier (12 and 8 pt), in Lausanne.

Using images of the original punches and enlarged reproductions of Baskerville’s printed specimens as

references, the students first analysed and sketched the letterforms before developing them digitally. Each

workshop consisted of an intensive week of design, with regular critiques, discussions, and demonstrations.

By the end of each week, the groups had completed a full set of uppercase and lowercase characters.

This work formed the basis of the Baskerville Punch font family. Working with the students allowed the

designers to become intimately familiar with the original sources, and develop a deeper understanding of

Baskerville’s design choices.

1https://baskervillepunches.org/
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They come in three flavors, roman and italic in each, no bold yet
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Workshop participants

Chae Ahn, Lothaire Arnoux, Saliù Baldé, Vrinda Bhageria, Kriszta Bolcsik, Claudio Bolzonello, Louna

Bourdon, Mickael Bourguer, Orlando Brunner, Yaprak Buse Çağlar, Elena Calò, Arnab Chakraborty, Roy

Chan, Dohee Lee, Li Fangzheng, Ian Farnam, Meryem Fekhari, Gabriela Simon Flores, Julian Jaffé, Franco

Jonas, Yannick de Kalbermatten, Phil Kim, Jonny Knight, Fred La Barre, Coline Malaman, Nunzio Mazza-

ferro, Tanguy Merkt, Marine Monseux, Beatriz Moreira Rigolon, Mara Nolze, Diego Steiner, Jacob Tegel,

Sean Tien, Myrthe Van Rompaey, Nik Votsis, Friederike Wagner, Joke De Winter, Saba Yousef.

The design

John Baskerville’s types incorporated the main features of the popular calligraphic style of his time: the

English round hand. Representing a turning point in the history of letterforms, they were admired by many

European printers and punchcutters, including Bodoni and the Didots, who built on Baskerville’s aesthetic

in developing the ‘modern type’.
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Some Font tables

BaskervillePunch-Text-8y3
glyph table:

0́ 1́ 2́ 3́ 4́ 5́ 6́ 7́
0́0x 0 € 1 2 3 ⁄ 4 ˙ 5 ˝ 6 ˛ 7

˝0x
0́1x fl 8 9 10 ff 11 fi 12 13 ffi 14 ffl 15

0́2x ı 16 j 17 ` 18 ´ 19 ˇ 20 ˘ 21 ¯ 22 ˚ 23

˝1x
0́3x ¸ 24 ß 25 æ 26 œ 27 ø 28 Æ 29 Œ 30 Ø 31

0́4x  32 ! 33 " 34 # 35 $ 36 % 37 & 38 ’ 39

˝2x
0́5x ( 40 ) 41 * 42 + 43 , 44 - 45 . 46 / 47

0́6x 0 48 1 49 2 50 3 51 4 52 5 53 6 54 7 55

˝3x
0́7x 8 56 9 57 : 58 ; 59 < 60 = 61 > 62 ? 63

1́0x @ 64 A 65 B 66 C 67 D 68 E 69 F 70 G 71

˝4x
1́1x H 72 I 73 J 74 K 75 L 76 M 77 N 78 O 79

1́2x P 80 Q 81 R 82 S 83 T 84 U 85 V 86 W 87

˝5x
1́3x X 88 Y 89 Z 90 [ 91 \ 92 ] 93 ˆ 94 _ 95

1́4x ‘ 96 a 97 b 98 c 99 d 100 e 101 f 102 g 103

˝6x
1́5x h 104 i 105 j 106 k 107 l 108 m 109 n 110 o 111

1́6x p 112 q 113 r 114 s 115 t 116 u 117 v 118 w 119

˝7x
1́7x x 120 y 121 z 122 { 123 | 124 } 125 ˜ 126 ¨ 127

2́0x Ł 128 ' 129 ‚ 130 131 „ 132 … 133 † 134 ‡ 135

˝8x
2́1x ˆ 136 ‰ 137 Š 138 ‹ 139 Œ 140 Ž 141 142 − 143

2́2x ł 144 ‘ 145 ’ 146 “ 147 ” 148 • 149 – 150 — 151

˝9x
2́3x ˜ 152 ™ 153 š 154 › 155 œ 156 ž 157 ~ 158 Ÿ 159

2́4x  160 ¡ 161 ¢ 162 £ 163 ¤ 164 ¥ 165 ¦ 166 § 167

˝Ax
2́5x ¨ 168 © 169 ª 170 « 171 172 - 173 ® 174 ¯ 175

2́6x ° 176 ± 177 178 179 ´ 180 181 ¶ 182 · 183

˝Bx
2́7x ¸ 184 185 º 186 » 187 188 189 190 ¿ 191

3́0x À 192 Á 193 Â 194 Ã 195 Ä 196 Å 197 Æ 198 Ç 199

˝Cx
3́1x È 200 É 201 Ê 202 Ë 203 Ì 204 Í 205 Î 206 Ï 207

3́2x Ð 208 Ñ 209 Ò 210 Ó 211 Ô 212 Õ 213 Ö 214 × 215

˝Dx
3́3x Ø 216 Ù 217 Ú 218 Û 219 Ü 220 Ý 221 Þ 222 ß 223

3́4x à 224 á 225 â 226 ã 227 ä 228 å 229 æ 230 ç 231

˝Ex
3́5x è 232 é 233 ê 234 ë 235 ì 236 í 237 î 238 ï 239

3́6x ð 240 ñ 241 ò 242 ó 243 ô 244 õ 245 ö 246 ÷ 247

˝Fx
3́7x ø 248 ù 249 ú 250 û 251 ü 252 ý 253 þ 254 ÿ 255

˝8 ˝9 ˝A ˝B ˝C ˝D ˝E ˝F

3

Regular, LY1 encoding.
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BaskervillePunch-Text-sc-8t4 glyph table:

0́ 1́ 2́ 3́ 4́ 5́ 6́ 7́
0́0x 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

˝0x
0́1x 8 9 10 11 12 ‚ 13 ‹ 14 › 15

0́2x “ 16 ” 17 „ 18 « 19 » 20 – 21 — 22 23

˝1x
0́3x 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

0́4x 32 ! 33 " 34 # 35 $ 36 % 37 & 38 ’ 39

˝2x
0́5x ( 40 ) 41 * 42 + 43 , 44 - 45 . 46 / 47

0́6x 0 48 1 49 2 50 3 51 4 52 5 53 6 54 7 55

˝3x
0́7x 8 56 9 57 : 58 ; 59 < 60 = 61 > 62 ? 63

1́0x @ 64 A 65 B 66 C 67 D 68 E 69 F 70 G 71

˝4x
1́1x H 72 I 73 J 74 K 75 L 76 M 77 N 78 O 79

1́2x P 80 Q 81 R 82 S 83 T 84 U 85 V 86 W 87

˝5x
1́3x X 88 Y 89 Z 90 [ 91 \ 92 ] 93 94 _ 95

1́4x ‘ 96 a 97 b 98 c 99 d 100 e 101 f 102 g 103

˝6x
1́5x h 104 i 105 j 106 k 107 l 108 m 109 n 110 o 111

1́6x p 112 q 113 r 114 s 115 t 116 u 117 v 118 w 119

˝7x
1́7x x 120 y 121 z 122 { 123 | 124 } 125 ~ 126 -127

2́0x ˘
A 128 Ą 129

´
C 130

ˇ
C 131

ˇ
D 132

ˇ
E 133 Ę 134

˘
G 135

˝8x
2́1x ´

L 136 L’ 137 Ł 138
´

N 139
ˇ
N 140 141

˝
O 142

´
R 143

2́2x ˇ
R 144

´
S 145 Š 146 Ş 147

ˇ
T 148 Ţ 149

˝
U 150

˚
U 151

˝9x
2́3x Ÿ 152

´
Z 153 Ž 154

˙
Z 155 IJ 156

˙
I 157 158 § 159

2́4x 160 161 162 163 164 165 166 167

˝Ax
2́5x 168 169 ł 170 171 172 173 174 175

2́6x 176 177 š 178 179 180 181 182 183

˝Bx
2́7x ÿ 184 185 ž 186 187 188 ¡ 189 ¿ 190 £ 191

3́0x À 192 Á 193 Â 194 Ã 195 Ä 196 Å 197 Æ 198 Ç 199

˝Cx
3́1x È 200 É 201 Ê 202 Ë 203 Ì 204 Í 205 Î 206 Ï 207

3́2x Ð 208 Ñ 209 Ò 210 Ó 211 Ô 212 Õ 213 Ö 214 Œ 215

˝Dx
3́3x Ø 216 Ù 217 Ú 218 Û 219 Ü 220 Ý 221 Þ 222 SS 223

3́4x à 224 á 225 â 226 ã 227 ä 228 å 229 æ 230 ç 231

˝Ex
3́5x è 232 é 233 ê 234 ë 235 ì 236 í 237 î 238 ï 239

3́6x ð 240 ñ 241 ò 242 ó 243 ô 244 õ 245 ö 246 œ 247

˝Fx
3́7x ø 248 ù 249 ú 250 û 251 ü 252 ý 253 þ 254 ß 255

˝8 ˝9 ˝A ˝B ˝C ˝D ˝E ˝F
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Regular with small caps, T1 encoding.

4



BaskervillePunch-TextItalic-8r5
glyph table:

0́ 1́ 2́ 3́ 4́ 5́ 6́ 7́
0́0x 0 ˙1 2 3 ⁄4 ˝5 6 7

˝0x
0́1x ˛8 ˚9 10 ˘11 −12 13 Ž14 ž15

0́2x ˇ16 ı17 18 19 20 21 ≠22 23

˝1x
0́3x 24 25 26 27 28 29 `30 '31

0́4x  32 !33 "34 #35 $36 %37 &38 ’39

˝2x
0́5x (40 )41 *42 +43 ,44 -45 .46 /47

0́6x 048 149 250 351 452 553 654 755

˝3x
0́7x 856 957 :58 ;59 <60 =61 >62 ?63

1́0x @64 A65 B66 C67 D68 E69 F70 G71

˝4x
1́1x H72 I73 J74 K75 L76 M77 N78 O79

1́2x P80 Q81 R82 S83 T84 U85 V86 W87

˝5x
1́3x X88 Y89 Z90 [91 \92 ]93 94 _95

1́4x ‘96 a97 b98 c99 d100 e101 f102 g103

˝6x
1́5x h104 i105 j106 k107 l108 m109 n110 o111

1́6x p112 q113 r114 s115 t116 u117 v118 w119

˝7x
1́7x x120 y121 z122 {123 |124 }125 ~126 127

2́0x €128 129 ‚130 131 „132 …133 †134 ‡135

˝8x
2́1x ˆ136 ‰137 Š138 ‹139 140 141 142 ≈143

2́2x 144 145 146 “147 ”148 •149 –150 —151

˝9x
2́3x ˜152 ™153 š154 ›155 156 157 158 Ÿ159

2́4x 160 ¡161 ¢162 £163 ¤164 ¥165 ¦166 §167

˝Ax
2́5x ¨168 ©169 ª170 «171 172 173 ®174 ¯175

2́6x °176 ±177 178 179 ´180 181 ¶182 ·183

˝Bx
2́7x ¸184 185 º186 »187 188 189 190 ¿191

3́0x À192 Á193 Â194 Ã195 Ä196 Å197 198 Ç199

˝Cx
3́1x È200 É201 Ê202 Ë203 Ì204 Í205 Î206 Ï207

3́2x 208 Ñ209 Ò210 Ó211 Ô212 Õ213 Ö214 ×215

˝Dx
3́3x 216 Ù217 Ú218 Û219 Ü220 Ý221 222 223

3́4x à224 á225 â226 ã227 ä228 å229 230 ç231

˝Ex
3́5x è232 é233 ê234 ë235 ì236 í237 î238 ï239

3́6x 240 ñ241 ò242 ó243 ô244 õ245 ö246 ÷247

˝Fx
3́7x 248 ù249 ú250 û251 ü252 ý253 254 ÿ255

˝8 ˝9 ˝A ˝B ˝C ˝D ˝E ˝F
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Italic, TeX raw latin encoding.
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